il Siert|

7,\(

AD
...'
\§v
AL
*

\Z
Wg: Alli Cly_Turner




He gave me a set oF dog tags,

and mine were just like his.

| remember wearing them so proud!






All those ears of service, the time, congruent with my age.

Stitched together like those BOUTs,

Camouflaged back then,

now in black & white
on this page.



| didn’t receive actual awards
and recognition,

no tangible service
medals or ranks.

The
badges
Were
invisible,

. but theg carried such
.,
‘a ] heavy weight.






Isolating,

conFusing,

and very Absence,
difficult For vvarj

any child and anxiety-
to navigate ever present

through. in my worldview.










Holidags, Ball Games, Birthdags, and
School Programs...

sweet memories,
Jyou can’t Qet back, or replace..
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This achievement was For my Faith.

Decause it grew
M1 $
- = with each passing ear. I [[
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These for each
deployment, as a
distinction of my

unwavering support.
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This one, | received for patience—
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For counting down the dags until Dad came

home again. E

RSS
L

DS

This rank | was given For knowing the

cost of Freedom,
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and understanding that it was never
reallg Free.
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It was paid in Full bg

Soldiers, their Families,
& Military Kids... like me. Like the Flag of our Great Nation,

Standing
Tall,
against
harsh wing.







Maturing Fast with extra worries,
replaging all the worst case scenarios in
my head.

Courage and selFlessness,

were traits that | admired, and tried
my best to emulate.
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“It would have been
comforting to have
had more

But now, |
think it’s safe

understanding &
extra support along
the Wag.”
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No, | never talked about the
invisible medals on my
imaginary dress blues.



| never knew how many | acquired @ % g
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Military Children are a Powerful Force, and oftentimes “The Why" behind
3 soldier's answer to the call of duty.
Being Military-connected, | have attended many military events, and
Veteran's Day Programs in Support of my Dad's service.
| now get to attend Purple Star Award Programs dedicated to the young
people who walk the same path | walked and celebrate their strengths. |
urge Yyou to give voice to the character, experience, and contribution
that Military kids have exhibited by overcoming unique challenges, adapting
to constant change, and navigating intense uncertainty. It is crucial that
- we recognize, thank, and support their benevolence.

If you'd like more information or to order additional books
contact aturner@lifeskills.com.
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